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By Life or By Death
So this is life, this world with all its pleasures,
Struggles and tears, a smile, a frown, a sigh,
Friendship so true, and love of kin and neighbour?
Sometimes "tis hard to live—always, to die!
The world moves on. so rapidly the living
The forms of those who disappear replace.
And each one dreams that he will be enduring;
How soon that one becomes the missing face!
In life or death—and life is surely flying,
The crib and coffin carved from the selfsame tree.
In life or death—and death so soon is coming—
Escape I cannot, there's no place to flee.
But Thou. 0 God. hast life that is eternal;
That life is mine, a gift thro' Thy dear Son.
Help me to feel its flush and pulse supernal.
Assurance of the morn when life is done.
Help me to know the value of these hours,
Help me the folly of all waste to see;
Help me to trust the Christ who bore my sorrows,
And thus to yield for life or death to Thee.
In all my days be glorified, Lord Jesus,
In all my ways guide me with Thine own eyes;
Just when and as Thou wilt, use me, Lord Jesus,
And then for me 'tis Christ, to live or die.
—Will H. Houghton

EDITORIAL
Editorial Council
OR TWO days the editorial council
FPublishing
has been in session here at the
House. A definite need has

been felt for such a meeting. Budget
consideration was the deterring fact
that delayed it.
Though not as widely read as we
hope it will be in the days ahead, we
recognize the printed page as a potent force of influence in church life.
The council gave careful study to the
ministry of the Evangelical Visitor.
Each area of thought represented was
discussed in detail. Considerable time
was spent in consideration of the basic purpose and intent of the various
departments as presented in each issue.
Inasmuch as it is considered the
voice of the Brethren in Christ
Church, a close analysis was made as
to how nearly the Evangelical Visitor
expresses the views of the decisions
of the General Conference.
Herewith is not spelled out the
feelings of the council in recommendations. Such was not the type of
conclusions that were reached. We
plan that sentiments, interpretations
and opinions of the council will reflect themselves through the columns
of the paper in the days ahead.
—J. N. H.

nificant plot of ground as a site for
the beginning.
The Committee has some relationship to any church remodeling or
building project that will spend
$5000.00 or more in local expansion.
SOCIAL SERVICES

For a number of years the Conference has sent five (one year, six)
heifers to Europe. This is to be done
again this year.
The Ailsa Craig Boys Farm London, Ontario a project carried on by
the Conference of Historic Peace
Churches of Ontario, has already
proven its worth in the re-habilitation of boys awarded to the care of
the farm by the court.
RECOGNITION

For six years Robert Sider has
served as Mission Pastor at Delisle,
Sask. While there he continued his
studies at Saskatoon. Last spring he
was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship
which takes him to Oxford, England
for two years.
During the Monday afternoon session the Conference duly recognized
this achievement and award on the
part of Robert Sider and formally extended best wishes for the Lord's
blessing upon this two-year period.
A forward-looking attitude, with a
sincere desire to go forth with the
Lord, characterized all of the sessions
and activities.
—J. N. H.

Conference Convenes

Ontario Joint Council convened
over the Labor day week-end in September. Host to the occasion was the
LSEWHERE in this issue is a report Howick-Waterloo District. With no
of the convening of Ontario Joint church building adequate to house the
Council. Reference is made here to Conference, arrangements, were made
certain enactments that will be of that the sessions be held in the Arena
at New Hamburg, Ontario.
general interest to the church.
Following are excerpts from a reCHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE
port prepared by Robert Sider for
This newly-created committee is the newspaper at Kitchener, Ontario.
vested with the responsibility of beThe Conference opened with a devotional
ginning new congregations of the exercise by the moderator Bishop H. H.
Brethren in Christ Church in On- Brubaker, President of Niagara Christian
tario. The representative of the Home College.
Bishop E. J. Swalm, the host Bishop
Mission Board of the general church spoke
words of welcome to the assembly
is a member of the Committee.
and appreciation to the town and the direcIncluded in their duties is the mat- tors of the arena for the privilege of meetter of approving the beginning of any ing here. Bishop Swalm introduced two lomen:
new Sunday School. Their task is to calReeve
Stock spoke first:
look for new locations that evidence a
"I can assure you that it is a great privipotential to establish indigenous lege, pleasure, and honour to welcome this
fine group to this town.
churches.
"Since listening to the opening devotion,
Specific approval was asked for I feel
that my words are inadequate to exand given by the Conference to choose press my feelings. But what pleases me
Hamilton, as the next point in On- more than anything else is that you as a
tario to present a Brethren in Christ group who thus worship God have chosen
town for your council."
witness. Those responsible are al- thisRobert
Murray, director of the local
ready endeavouring to secure a sig- arena, spoke next:

Conference Highlights

E

(2)

"It is my pleasure to express to you a
sincere welcome to this, our building. We
are very happy that you saw fit to choose
our arena as your meeting place.
"I feel I want to give you a few interesting points about the building. It is a memorial building, erected in honour of the
dead of the World Wars. But it is the
achievement of the whole district.
"We have catered to many different types
of meetings, and we are happy to have any
group, but when a church corner, we feel
just a little more proud than we usually
do."
The organization of the Conference followed. A clerical staff was appointed to
assist the secretary, Rev. Harvey Sider of
New York, and the reading clerk, Mr.
Harold Nigh of Hatgersville, Ont., who is
studying theology at MacMaster Divinity
School.
The Conference is composed of all ministers within the Conference district, and
delegates from the various churches. Each
church is entitled to one delegate for every
twenty-five members or fraction thereof.
The conference consists of churches in Ontario, Saskatchewan, and New York State.
Saturday's business sessions dealt with
"unfinished business," i.e. reports and
recommendations necessitated by the action
of the preceding Council. Significantly these
recommendations were characterized by a
desire and vision for expansion. A "Church
Extension Committee" was established to
undertake the responsibilities of this forward movement.
Following a century-old tradition, Saturday evening was given to the observance of
the Biblical ordinances of The Washing of
(Continued on page twelve)
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HERE are times when the waning
Tneeds
morale of individuals or groups
nothing quite so much as the

recovery of some great memories.
This is true of the church in the
present hour. To be sure, one cannot live on memories alone. If, however, these recollections point to
some original purpose or dream
which has been rorgotten, some
primitive pattern of action that has
become jumbled, some source of
power that has been overlooked, then
indeed it is a large service which
memory can render.
Is it possible for us to go back and
take a look at the charter, the membership, and the ministries of the
early Christian church? Thanks to
the New Testament it is. The queer
thing is that so many people can talk
about the church, and write about
the church, and preach about the
church, without any regard for those
historical roots which the church has
in the Gospels, the Acts, and the
Epistles. In a recently-published
little book on The Church there is
not to be found, in its one hundred
pages, a single passage from the
New Testament. In one instance
there was a short phrase from Paul's
letter to the Ephesians, and it was
misquoted.
"If I Could Find the Church"
Let us go back to the original historical sources and find what the
church was like. A little girl whose
family had lately moved to a new
city lost her way and landed in the
kindly custody of a policeman. Could
she tell him her name? Certainly.
But not where she lived! No use to
look in the city or telephone directory
because the family had not been in
town long enough for its name to
appear. The baffled officer was trying to make up his mind on a course
of action when the little girl said,
"If I could find the church, I would
know my way home." Grateful for
a clue, the officer asked her to describe the church. She did. He
recognized the building, and took her
there. She climbed the front steps,
turned around, pointed down a certain street, and said, "That is the
way!" She was soon home.

Paul S. Rees, D.D.

"And the Lord added to the church
daily such as shoidd be saved" (Acts
2:47).

The Church of
Long Ago

usage the word "confession" carries
an aroma not altogether sweet. That
is because we so frequently use it
when we are describing a declaration
of truth of which we are ashamed.
A criminal, we say, broke down and
"confessed" his crime to the court.
Or, more privately, we "confess" our
faults and misdeeds to each other.
Confession, however, is not a word
that can be limited to these unpleasant meanings. It applies also to the
uttering forth of great faiths, great
purposes, and great hopes. It is the
proclamation of truth held dear.
Now turn to verse 42 of Acts 2.
Here the historian Luke declares,
concerning the original Christian
group in Jerusalem, "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles'
doctrine." What was that doctrine,
we ask? The answer is to be found,
at least in its broad outlines, in the
The story, besides its practical sug- sermon which Peter was inspired to
gestion of the value of taking your preach on the Day of Pentecost. That
child to Sunday school and church as sermon is not recorded in full in this
soon as you move to a new com- chapter. It is evident that only
munity, points up our main task in selections from it were used by Luke,
this sermon: we want to find the but they are tremendously revealing.
church of long ago; we want to see
it in its faith and order, its fellow"The Diamond Center"
ship and work.
Take this from verse 36: "God
I. To begin with, it was a con- hath made that same Jesus, whom
fessing church. In current English ye have crucified, both Lord and
September 2U, 1956

Christ." This might be said to be
the diamond center of the confession
of faith of the church of long ago.
It includes, you will observe, all three
of our Saviour's most significant
titles: "Jesus," the name He bears
in His humanity, telling us that He
is our Brother; "Christ," the name
He bears because of His anointed
prophetic and priestly office, telling
us that He is our Redeemer; and
"Lord," the name He bears in His
divine dignity and majesty, telling
us that He is forever our King and
Master.
Mind you, there are other affirmations which belong to "the apostles'
doctrine," but,this is central. Peter
said, in effect, "We believe in repentance. We believe in the forgiveness
of sins. We believe in baptism. We
believe in the Holy Spirit. We believe
in the free grace of God for all men
who will receive it. We believe in
the resurrection. We believe in the
stewardship of all life under the
sovereign permission and direction
of almighty God." All of these
articles of declared faith are to be
found in Peter's masterful sermon,
but the center and sum of everything
is this: "Jesus * * * both Lord and
Christ!" Confess that, and you have
the doctrinal basis of the church;
(3)

deny that, and you have no foundation whatever.
The words of the late G. Campbell
Morgan sound harsh, but their main
contention is justified. "If Jesus
Christ," said Morgan, "is not God, I
am an idolator; if He is God, then
the man who denies it is a liar."
With dogmatic confidence, undergirded by experiences of wordless
wonder and richness, the church —
the real church—makes that her confession: "Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God."
II. The next fact which confronts
us in the New Testament record is
that the church of long ago was a
converted church. Our text is clear
and decisive on this point: "And the
Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved," or, as Weymouth
translates it, "Day by day the Lord
added to their number those whom
he was saving." Obviously God has
His own system of keeping church
rolls. He recognizes as members of
His church, or "the body of Christ,"
only those who have come to share
in the forgiveness of sins and in the
renewing life of Jesus Christ. In
keeping with this fact Dr. A. H.
Strong, that staunch old theologian,
once defined the church, with respect
to its local units, as "that company
of regenerate persons, in any given
community, who voluntarily unite, in
accordance with Christ's laws, for
the purpose of securing the complete
establishment of His kingdom in
themselves and in the world." "That
company of regenerate persons!"
"Instinct with Life"
Here is where we have gone oil
the track. We have imagined — and
have acted accordingly—that pastors
and deacons, together with those
who are already "members," could
admit people into the church of Jesus
Christ. Never!' Let us get it out of
our minds for good and all that the
church is mainly an organization.
Congregations may be organized for
work. Denominations may be organized for tasks and programs. But
Christ's church, properly speaking,
is never an organization. It is an
organism. You can organize a club
or a committee. But try to organize
a rose bush, or a tree, or a human
body! It is beyond you. The bush,
the tree, the body, are organisms —
instinct with life.
Such is the church. It is not man's
creation but God's. It is made up of
those confessing and trusting sinners who, by faith in Jesus Christ,
haye been gathered into the living
unity of Christ's Body. By His
quickening Spirit He has brought

(V

them into vital fellowship with Himself.
Contrast that, if you please, with
the hectic, manmade schemes we
employ for getting people to "join"
our church, thereby duping them
into thinking that they are Christians. It is a mockery of the pattern
which God established in the early
church. I know of a town in which
two members of a certain congregation went out to "sign up" a man
who had recently moved into the
neighborhood. When he said that he
was not ready to join their church,
they pressed him. At that he said,
"Frankly, gentlemen, I'm not a
Christian." Nothing daunted, one of
the "solicitors" replied (with an exclamation that is not repeatable),
"Come along anyhow, and our man
(referring to the pastor) will make
you one!"
"Dead Weight"
No wonder Leslie Weatherhead
says that he fears as many as nine
out of ten of the church members of
Britain are without the living, transforming experience of Jesus Christ
which the New Testament so clearly
and repeatedly offers. There can be
nothing but stagnation and sterility
when religiously - respectable but
spiritually-destitute church members
impose their dead weight on the
cause of Jesus Christ. Where this
prevails, you have a church without
a testimony. Where you have a
church without a testimony you have
a church without reproductive power.
A young lady was converted in a
Wisconsin city. Her confession of
faith in Christ went to the very roots
of her life and changed her. She
began to pray that her father and
mother would experience the lifegiving power of Christ. Yet her
parents were far from being in the
same circumstances religiously. Her
father was a saloon-keeper and an
atheist. Her mother was a strict
church member and a professing
Christian. Neither one of them had
ever been changed by the renewing
life and love of Jesus Christ. In a
few months her mother saw the
empty formality of her religious life,
surrendered to Christ, and entered
into a joyous realization of what
Christian conversion means. Prayer
became real. The Bible had a daily
message for her. She would join her
daughter in devotions upstairs over
the saloon which the father operated.
Often they would sing together the
great hymns of the church.
One day the father said to them:
"You do not have to sing so loudly.
You are singing and praying me out

of business. The men are saying that
if they want to hear hymn-singing
they can go to a church and not a
tavern."
His wife said, "Do you really believe we are praying you out of busiuess?" He said, "Yes." Then, catching him a bit off guard, she replied,
"Thank the Lord! Then you really
do believe there is a God and that He
is answering prayer."
In a short time the disturbed man
developed sore feet. The doctor
ordered him to stay off his feet for
a while. He advised the man to quit
the saloon business. In less than a
week the tavern was sold. The little
family moved into a private home.
Mother and daughter asked for the
privilege of dedicating their new
place of residence to God. He consented. That night he went to bed,
fell asleep, and then, quite suddenly,
his leg shot forward and struck the
foot of the bed. His wife was awake
and wanted to know what had happened. His reply was that in his
dream he found the devil in the
house which they had just dedicated
to Christ and he gave the devil a kick
to get him out. The wife knew that
he was near the. Kingdom of God.
She asked him to pray. They knelt
together. He invited Jesus Christ to
come into his life. Soon the joy of
answered prayer came flooding into
his soul and he started to sing a
song he had often heard her and the
daughter sing:
"I'm walking arm in arm with Jesus;
I'm trusting Him to lead the way;
I know if I will only cling to Him,
He will never let me go astray."

He later took his Bible and went
down to the tavern he had sold, told
all the old customers about the
change in his life, and begged their
forgiveness for ever having served
them the stuff they had so long purchased from him. One of his feet
grew worse. A consultation of doctors revealed that he had diabetes
and that gangrene had set in in that
foot. They had to amputate his leg.
Out of that ordeal he came singing,
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus,"
and saying, "The devil got my leg,
but, praise the Lord, he couldn't get
me."
"A Member of Christ's Body"
To be sure, no two cases are alike.
Here was a woman who was a member of some church organization but
not a member of Christ's body, and
here was a saloon-keeper who made
no religious profession at all. God
took both of them, when they surrendered to Him, and "added" them
Evangelical
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to JBTZS church. The result was vital,
revolutionary, and, let us add, permanent.
III. Furthermore, the church of
long ago was a community church.
Look again at verse 42: "And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles'
doctrine, and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and of prayers."
Our English words "community,"
"communion," and "common" all
come from the same root. Verse 44
completes the thought: "And all that
believed were together, and had all
things common."
Now that commonness, or oneness,
was first of all a spirit and then a
strategy. It was a mood before it
was a method. For a little time the
method was that of holding all material possessions in trust for the
local Christian group in Jerusalem.
As an expression of the fellowship, it
was beautiful — not commanded by
God but voluntary, and therefore
beautiful. But when the church enlarged its borders to include other
cities and lands, the strategy had to
be changed for practical reasons.
However, no reason has ever existed
for altering the spirit which underSeptember 2U, 1956

lies the statement, "They had all
things common."
Harnack, the church historian,
says that in the early days so powerful and penetrating was this sense
of brotherliness and interdependence
between all Christians that "when a
Christian passed from East to West,
or from one distant church to another, he never felt himself a
stranger."
"The Lending of One's Self"
Their discipleship was not institutionalized or formalized. It was
vitalized through union with Christ
their living Head and through comradeship with each other. They met
in private houses; they sang the
Psalms with thanksgiving; they repeated the Lord's Prayer; they frequently partook of the Lord's Supper; they encouraged and, where
necessary, warned each other; they
watched over each other's souls. The
need of each was the concern of all,
and the well-being of all was the
responsibility of each. That was
their Christian fellowship, which
someone has defined as "the lending
of one's life to the brotherhood of

Christ." God give us back the secret
and genius of it, that thus the
church of today may be like the
church of long ago.
IV.
Finally, observe that the
church of long ago was a conquering
church. Let me lift up several
phrases out of our lesson, and as you
think of them you will decide for
yourself whether they are descriptive of a movement that really moved
and a community that really conquered. Verse 4 1 : "And the same
day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls." Verse
43: "and fear came upon every soul:
and many wonders and signs were
done by the apostles." Verses 46 and
47: "they * * * did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of
heart, praising God, and having
favour with all the people."
"Power for Conquest"
If I were asked for the secret of
the power for conquest in the early
church, I should say, by way of
stripping the matter to certain minimal essentials, that it was their
spiritual purity plus their moral passion, with both of these qualities
springing dynamically out of their
experience of being filled with the
power of the Holy Spirit.
You cannot have fullness of victory, in the Christian sense, without
purity. In Acts 15 Peter refers back
to the Day of Pentecost and declares
that their hearts were "purified by
faith." It is the purging that drives
out pride, self-will, jealousy, selfish
anger, resentment, and undisciplined
self-indulgence. The days of the
church's greatest power have been
the days when Christians were most
certain that Christ can deal with sin
in their lives and put it away—days
when the gospel has not been made
a featherbed for "sinning saints" but
a here-and-now purgatory where the
fire of the Spirit burns out the dross
of evil within our hearts. Dr. Charles
E. Brown, in his volume on The
Apostolic Church, which is a careful
work of research, declares: "The
great critical scholars who have studied the literature of the early church
have seen with crystal clarity that
the primitive church taught living
above sin."
One of the deadening features of
today's church life is the repeated,
ritual confession of sins that we
neither feel deeply nor strongly desire to be free from. Power will
return to the church when we get
clear on this vital matter, take sides
against ourselves, and really let God
make us clean and conquering children of His.
(5)

And moral passion! That is, the
early disciples were devoured, consumed, set aflame, with the strength
and energy of their convictions about
Jesus Christ and their love for Him.
That gave them irresistible power.
"God-controlled"
And it happened, critically, at
Pentecost. The simple but dynamitepacked sentence which tells the secret
lies in Acts 2:4: "And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit." They
had received a promise from their
risen Lord that they would be clothed
with power when baptized with the
Spirit. They had put things right in
their relations with each other. And
now, quite suddenly, the Holy Spirit
had fallen upon them and had been
released within them. They were
God-controlled personalities.
Are we? Has the baptism of fire
ever come to us? Are we willing,
now, to face the pride and fear of
our hearts, along with every other
God-dishonoring thing, and let Him
invade us with the fullness of His
blessing? When Dr. Jonathan Goforth went to a certain Presbyterian
mission , station in Manchuria, they
told him that he might have seen a
melting display of the Spirit's power
in other places but he could not expect any demonstrations there. On
the second day there were voluntary
prayers that astounded the leaders.
On the fourth day they fell upon
their knees at the close of Dr. Goforth's address — something they
were not accustomed to doing. Then
one of the native Christians, a leader
in the church, stood up and asked
for attention. Turning to another
Christian he said, "In the session
meetings it was always my bad temper that was the cause of trouble.
Please forgive me." The other man,
overcome with emotion, replied,
"Please don't say any more. I'm just
as much at fault as you are. It's you
who should forgive me." At that the
Holy Spirit came upon the group, and
the meeting lasted for six solid
hours. It was a glorious succession
of confessions, consecrations, and
mighty baptisms with the Spirit. It
was like the church of long ago. It
was Pentecost!

CHRIST FIRST
Avery Musser
T
to be so easy for Christian
Ieminence
people to let things take the prein their lives instead of
SEEMS

having Christ pre-eminent always. I
say it seems to be easy, and yet I believe with careful watching and praying it need not be so. Some of my
readers will likely recall the experience related by a guest speaker at our
General Conference this year. This
brother was gathering together all
the money he could find at hand to
make a payment of $200 on a car.
And then it became necessary for his
wife to go to the hospital and have an
operation. This caused an expense of
$400, so instead of $200 there was an
obligation to be met of $600. This
problem occupied a greater place in
his mind than Christ with the result
Which side of Pentecost are you that his own health was affected.
on? The other side, with its doubts When he realized what was happenand fears, its divisions and defeats? ing—that is that Christ was not preOr this side, with its release from
any longer and that he had
bondage, its freedom from inner con- eminent
lost the inner glow—he took his place
flict, its mastery of circumstances, before
God, confessing this as sin and
and its joy in dedicated service?
found the return of God's blessed
—The Free Methodist
presence.
Do you recall what Jesus said in
You will never bury the hatchet as the parable of the sower regarding
the seed that fell among the thorns?
long as you keep splitting hairs.
(6)

Notice—"And the cares of this world,
and the deceitfulness of riches, and
the lusts of other things entering in,
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful." Yes, earthly things can
cause us to lose our keen vision of
spiritual values. May God help us on
this point!
O, that we might believe with all
our hearts the words of Jesus in the
Sermon on the Mount when He said,
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you." And
then He followed with "Take no
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is
the evil thereof." We are made to
realize that this is no new thing in
our day, that the earthly would crush
out and crowd out the spiritual, for
Jesus gave these words just quoted
for His day as well as for ours.
God help us to give the time and attention to spiritual things that is
necessary, to be on guard lest the
earthly would crush out and crowd
out the spiritual, for Jesus gave these
words quoted for His day as well as
for ours.
Evangelical
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God help us to give the time and attention to spiritual things that is
necessary, to be on guard lest the
earthly things have first place. It
would seem, would it not, that it is
very important to have a time set
aside each day for prayer, Bible reading, and meditation lest we be found
too busy to be ready for the return of
our Lord?
God does have first claim to our
lives. God told the children of Israel,
"All the firstborn are mine; for on
the day that I smote all the first born
in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto
me all the firstborn in Israel, both
man and beast: mine they shall be: I
am the Lord."
God also said in Deut. 26:2: "Thou
shalt take of the first of all the fruit
of the earth, which thou shalt bring
of thy land that the Lord thy God
giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which
the Lord thy God shall choose to place
his name there."
Why should God have the first
place in our lives? First, let us remember that He is our Creator. We
are the creatures of His hand. Then
let us also recall that He is our Redeemer—that is, He loved us so much
when we were away from His fellowship that He gave His only Son to
save us.
Th children of Israel were commanded to bring the first of all the
fruit of the earth. In this Christian
age we have the apostle Paul's words
in I Cor. 16 where he is speaking concerning the collection for the saints.
He says, "Upon the first day of the
week let every one lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him."
So in this day the Christian's obligation is to give to God first from his
income. This should be a delight to
the child of God to thus help in the
support and carrying on of God's
work.
It may sometimes require real faith
to give to God first. We have the interesting account of Elijah and the
widow of Zarephath as an illustration of this point. God had brought
a drought in the land of Israel as
prophesied by the prophet Elijah. After Elijah had been fed for a time by
the ravens and drank from the brook
until it was dry, God sent him to
Zarephath. There he met a widow
woman who was gathering sticks. He
called to her to bring him a drink of
water. As she was going to get it, he
also requested a morsel of bread. The
widow woman then explained her sad
plight, stating that she had only a
handful of meal in a barrel and a
little oil in a cruse. She said she was
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going to prepare the same for herself
and her son. They were going to eat
it and die, for that was all they had.
Now note what the prophet said,
"Fear not; go and do as thou hast
said: but make me thereof a little
cake first, and bring it unto me, and
after make for thee and for thy son.
For thus saith the Lord God of Israel,
The barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain
upon the earth."
Her faith took hold of the prophets
words, she obeyed, and she, the prophet and her house did eat for many
days. What would have happened if
she would not have given to God first
through the prophet? It seems to me
to be very evident that she and her
son would have perished in the fam-

ine. She was quick to have God first
and to obey Him.
What a lesson for us! I believe
many today are dead while they live
because God does not have first place
in their lives. They think only 'of
themselves and of having a good time
and God is crowded out. Or others
are so absorbed with the things of
this world, making a living, etc., until
God does not have first place and
sometimes no place at all in their
lives. Making a livelihood is right
and legitimate, but Christ needs to
have the pre-eminence. In conclusion,
1 repeat that beautiful promise from
the lips of Jesus—"Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness: and all these things shall be
added unto you."
Shippensburg, Pa.

MISSIONS

SOWING in a
PRETTY "PATCH"
PEOPLE are attending midTingsHIRTY
week Bible study and Prayermeetat the Searight (Pa.) Mission.

This new work is in a small mining
town, known locally as a "patch,"
about seven miles west of Uniontown,
Pa. in Fayette County.
Every house in Searight was personally visited twice during the summer. The children have become
friendly as contacts are made on
"First Row," "Second Row," etc.
Sunday School literature and tracts
are gladly received.
In this friendly town the poplar
trees blend with the brightly colored
autos to give the appearance of a
park rather than a mining town. Most
of the homes are well kept and nicely
furnished.
One lady, noticing African Violets
in the window of the mission home,
asked to come in for a visit. The
conversation progressed from flowers
to flannelgraph material (demonstrated) to the Gospel Story which
touched the lady's heart. As she left,
she promised to send her children to
the services.
The first Daily Vacation Bible
School was held June 25-July 6. Although the attendance was not large,

the project seemed a good investment
in this predominantly Catholic community.
Several sought the Lord during a
revival campaign during mid-July.
Brother Harry L. Brubaker, Mount
Joy, Pa., was the Lord's servant for
these meetings. The Lord sent conviction upon souls as the truth was
preached.
Carpentering in the various homes
of the community has given the pastor opportunity for valuable contacts
which give him a tie-in with the people. As newcomers enter the town
they are invited to join the Sunday
School.
The continuing interest of the
brethren from Franklin County is a
boost to the work and workers. A
high point in this fellowship was
reached at a Love Feast on May 26,
27. Bishop Lester Myers headed a
party that shared in this service.
Many walk in great darkness. The
light has begun to shine upon some.
Others speak freely of their spiritual
hunger. Pray that a harvest may
ripen and be reaped. The workers,
William H. and Louise Martin, and S.
Iola Dixon request your fervent prayer for this ministry.

Home Missions Treasurer: Rev. Dale Bleyy, 418 paky^a &ve,. Springfield, 'Ofiio
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Rush and

Hurry

has written recently, "We
SOMEONE
are greatly concerned that there

seems always to be a rush and hurry
with the evident consequence of jaded
nerves and overworked missionaries."
Surely this is not the Lord's will
for His workers, and does it not indicate the possibility of some attitude
or outlook which is fundamentally
wrong ? Does the existence of a need
always constitute a call to meet it,
even if this would directly result in a
lowering of the spiritual standard?
The Enemy knows that if he can keep
us so on the go with things that must
be done that we have little or no time
for quiet, then it is easier for him to
attack us through tired minds and
bodies. The Master Himself in the
midst of His very busy life—"no leisure so much as to eat"—spent long
times in prayer. Not because He had
time to spare, I am sure, but because
He felt it absolutely necessary to
pray. When "Mary sat at Jesus' feet
and heard His words," He said, "One
thing is needful and Mary hath chosen that good part which shall not be
taken away from her."—Anonymous

The Mtshabezi Jubilee
Conference
The Africans did appreciate the
tape-recording Chester Wingert sent
of the voices and messages of returned missionaries who were one
time at Mtshabezi. When the older
ones, like Wingers, Sister Taylor and
Sister Emma Frey spoke, Overseer
Dube's wife looked as though it was
about "beyond her." Some underlined
a verse that Naomi Lady gave. When
Wingerts and Mabel Frey spoke, the
younger group responded as though
they had stopped entirely too soon.
May the Lord bless the memory of ah
these to all!

Presenting awards to every complete family present at Home and
Family Day at Mtshabezi Mission—attended by over 750 people. This
family is that of a brave young widow, Naka Zebuloni, who attends
services here. Her husband, a backslider, was saved at Mtshabezi
hospital last year, shortly before he died. She needs our prayers.

Jesus Was There!
Ruth Hunt
brings changes everywhere, but
l nowhere so radically as in an uncivilized, heathen community that
opens its doors to Christianity — a
truth vividly brought to the attention
of the Mtshabezi Church and Community at the Fiftieth Jubilee Celebration, June 29—July 1, held in conjunction with our annual Bible Conference.
Friday, the first day of the Conference, was given to the theme, "The
Price of the Gospel." The price that
Christ, the Apostles, the Reformers,
and the Brethren in Christ leaders
paid was brought to us in vivid word
picture by our speakers, Overseer
Nason Moyo, Brother Fred Holland,
and Brother Jesse Lady.
Saturday was Jubilee Day. The
morning w a s s p e n t recounting
-J-IME

God's working here at Mtshabezi.
Our senior missionaries, Sisters
Brenaman and Wolgemuth who have
spent years here in the work, along
with Mondi Nyoni, a church leader
since the early days, helped us to see
the persevering efforts of early missionaries and church leaders as they
told about fording rivers without
"Fords" or bridges. They also told of
the difficulties that were surmounted
in order to procure supplies and to
carry on evangelism in far-flung
areas without any motor transportation or even bicycles. The young people were surprised to learn that there
had been a day, less than fifty years
ago, when even missionaries had no
bicycles—and that they loved them
enough to bring the gospel to them on
foot and donkey cart.

BHBI

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST

We would like you to remembe:'
Deacon Benjamin Ndhlovu and wife.
Their faith is being tested now. He
has taken a stand against witchcraft.
He needs to be upheld by a praying
multitude.
.Continue to pray for the African
evangelists who are conducting revivals in various areas.
(8)

The front view of the Mtshabezi Mission Hospital
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The morning session closed with a
number that Drought tears to many
eyes. Brother Chester Wmgert had
prepared a tape recording with greetings from many of the former Mtshabezi Missionaries and from the Chairman and Executive Secretary of the
Foreign Mission Board. Sighs of
disappointment that it was over so
soon could be heard as the different
ones bade farewell. Later, various
Africans said, "it was just as if they
had been here in the church!"
In the afternoon Brother Donald
Zook brought us up to date as he
talked on "This We See." After his
talk the entire congregation went on
a pilgrimage to tne first site of
Mtshabezi Mission, about a half mile
east of the present site. There Sister
Beth Frey and Deacon Seth Nkala
paid tribute to those who have faithfully served their God and their
Church in helping to build Mtshabezi
Mission.
It was a fitting close to this part
of the service when "Mama Naka Asa"
stepped to the front and pointed out
the sites of the earlier buildings.
Now there remains little more than a
few raised mounds and a few trees to
show that forty years ago Mtshabezi
Mission stood there.
The Sunday Services climaxed the
Bible Conference with a dynamic
message on "Holiness" by Brother
Lady and the final message by Bishop
Climenhaga on "The Price We Will
Pay."

The Glenn Prey family whose account of
a week on the veld was printed several
weeks ago. They are superintendent and
matron of the Mtshabezi Mission. Sister
Beth Frey is a daughter of Brother and
Sister Walter Winger who ser.ved Mtshabezi
Mission in the same capacity so capably and
sacrificially for many years.

Many of us felt like one of the
schoolgirls who said, "When Unfundisi Lady was praying the closing
prayer, I thought Jesus must be
standing there. I opened my eyes and
looked. He was not visible, but I
knew he was there!"
JUST TO HELP OUR OUTLOOK—

Building — Ceaseless
Building
is
another action verb in
Tlanguage—which
the English language—or any
connotes so much
HERE

NOT

labor, material, money, or time expended. Incessantly the insects, birds,
animals and mankind are building;
however, of all these builders, man is
the master-builder. He builds homes,
offices, schools, churches, hospitals,
railroads, highways, power-lines,
communications, planes, ships, automobiles, H-Bombs, etc., and etc.
And whence did he acquire this nature, this ability, this urge? The answer is simple—from his Creator:
"Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness, and let them have dominion . . . "
But is the eternal God a builder—
an architect? Yes, most certainly!
He built a universe so extensive that
the greater the telescope, the more
we see: "God created the heaven and
the earth"—"He created the earth
not to be vacant; He founded it to be
inhabited." (Gen. 1:1; Isa. 45:18).
Furthermore, He built the nation
Israel and brought it forth from the
womb of Egypt, gave it a religious
system, and commanded this transient nation to build a tabernacle—a
The Lewis Sider family singing at Mtsha- utility of the Jewish religious order:
but when once in the promised land,
bezi Home and Family Day, June 3, 1956.
»:;«»«::,;«: j
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He commanded them to build a
temple; and later, when Israel, with
its monotheism, was scattered among
the nations, they built synagogues
where'er they went.
Finally, God was manifest in' the
flesh for the purpose of building the
Christian order. Christ stated: "I
will build my church," speaking, of
course, of the ecclesia or the called
out ones, the body of Christ, and ere
He returned to His eternal state, He
declared: "In my Father's house are
many mansions . . . I go to prepare a
place for you"—"a city which hath
loundations, whose builder and maker is God." (John 14:2 and Heb. 11:
10).
On the eve of His departure He
gave to His chosen Apostles, and
body of believers, a command to
preach the Gospel to all nations; thus
the building of His Church continues
to the present.
But, as Noah needed an ark, as
Israel needed a tabernacle—a temple,
as the Jews needed synagogues, so
the Church needs buildings.
God in His Word, commands us to
teach the children, to instruct the
new believers, to call together the followers of Christ in a weekly assembly, and to train those who shall be
able to teach others. This succession
of commands requires certain utilities
—school houses, church buildings,
Bible institutes and teacher training
facilities, not to mention missionary
residences, hospitals and leper colonies. Actually, this constitutes a major
part of the missionary financial requirements in Africa where the
Governments demand that all buildings be according to their standardized specifications, and the African
has almost no funds.
Often the Missionary grows weary
of building. And it seems that the
supporters of Missions grow weary
also. Some Missionary Conferences,
Churches, and individuals say: "We
will support Missionaries but the
Mission Board will have to take care
of building needs." This is an evergrowing attitude which will lead to
serious trouble. Indeed, trouble is already upon us. How to acquire housing and other essential buildings is
an urgent question at this moment.
Finally—let us all pray about this
problem until we become God-like
yea, Christ-like, and join the builders'
fellowship and do something about it.
We have a place to lay our heads in
shelter, but not every Missionary,
Christian Student, Hospital patient,
or Leper in Africa can say that.
Let us look with compassion upon
them.
—E. A. S. in The S. A. Pioneer

Foreign Missions Treasurer: Rev. Carl Tilery, 1332 Maiden lane, Spring-field, Ohio
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Jesus, the Ideal Missionary
Lucille Wingert
HE BASIS OF a missionary's success
is his relationship to God. Jesus
Trealized
that He and God were part-

ners in the great work of presenting
the world with the gospel. He continually partook of the life of God
and depended entirely upon Him. He
confessed that He could do nothing
of Himself, but that His Father did
the works.
Jesus knew that Hi? position to
God was that of a son who had his
father's image. He talked intimately
to God as His father and told others
about this relationship. To Him God
was a loving Father, Who met all
needs, fulfilled all desires, supplied
all strength, and granted all power.
In days of cruel trial Jesus' purpose must have been strengthened by
the knowledge that He had not come
of Himself but that God had sent
Him. God was, therefore, with Him
and He was not alone. In this same
manner Jesus has promised to be
with those who will go at His biding into all the world and preach
the gospel.
Jesus' heart had always a willingness for His Father's will. Doing the
will of God was as meat to Him. In
the hour of supreme crisis in the
garden of Gethsemane His cry was,
"Not as I will, but as thou wilt."
Although as a result of great
words and works His fame spread
abroad, yet He sought only the true
honor that came from God. During
His stay in the wilderness He victoriously conquered the temptation to
bring honor to Himself by jumping
from the pinnacle of the temple. His
purpose was not to attest Messianic
claims in the spectacular way that
would gain only the people's honor.
In all His expressions of kindness
and power, He sought only to glorify
the name of the Father.
Jesus was careful to retain this
relationship with God. His claim
was: "And he that sent me is with
me: the Father hath not left me
alone; for I do always those things
that please him." He never lagged
behind or rushed ahead of the
Father's plan, but "ever abode God's
time, observing the indications of His
will and following where it beckoned."1
(10)

As all endearing relationships must
continually be cultivated, Jesus spent
much time in sharing thoughts of
love with the Father. He would often
arise early in the morning and go to
His mountain place of prayer with
God. Sometimes while ministering to
the crowds who followed Him, He
withdrew to the wilderness where He
gained new wisdom and power
through prayer for their pressing
needs. Before special tasks of greatness He prayed all night in order to
gain a complete understanding of the
Father's will. In company with the
disciples He also petitioned the
Father. He knew the mutual encouragement and fellowship of love that
could be realized in the united prayer
of a group of believers.
Could a soul with this vital relationship with God experience anything other than love in attitudes toward the great populace in need of
a Savior? Jesus had a world-wide
vision of the lost. He looked over the
fields and saw them "white already
to harvest" but empty of laborers.
"Like a fierce hunger in His 2heart
He felt the world's great need."
He realized the responsibility of
performing the task, that of preaching the kingdom of God, for which
He was sent. Since the night would
come when no one could work, He
knew that it must be done while it
was day. The magnitude of the task
and the shortness of His time no
doubt crushed His spirits many times
until He felt the sustaining grace of
His Father.
Although He was among the poor,
weak, and vile sons of men, He did
not consider Himself as a prince but
as a servant. He had not come to be
ministered unto but to minister unto
those who were in dire need of His
uplifting grace. Whether the service
was that of giving discourses in the
synagogues and temples or that of
stooping to wash the disciples' feet,
He accepted it as a part of His mission.
His heart was ever full of compassion towards the needy who touched His life. The people probably little
realized the love and sympathy of the
Man who had helped them.

"O'er the Judean hills He walked,
serene and brave of soul,
Seeking the beaten paths of men,
touching and making whole."3
Jesus accepted invitations for a meal
that He might gain the opportunities
of giving soul food as He engaged in
the table conversation. While in
Jerusalem He visited the pool of
Bethesda, no doubt, because He expected to find someone there who
needed help. Always He found His
way to the temples and synagogues
that He might reveal the glory of
God to the people through the scriptures.
No individual person was too insignificant for Jesus to seek out and
help. After the blind man whom He
had healed was cast from the synagogue, Jesus sought him and accepted
him into His fold. If only one sheep
was missing He left the ninety and
nine safe ones and sought for the
lost sheep until He found it.
Jesus cared for little children. He
considered them very important for
He often used them for object lessons to portray the simplicity of the
kingdom of God. In His kindness He
was never too busy to receive them
and to lay His hands of blessing on
their heads.
Jesus' deeds of kindness and
power would have brought little
benefit if He did not have a vital
message for the soul. He knew the
Scriptures and how to apply them to
life situations. The Words that God
gave Him He gave to the people.
The lessons that God taught Him He
taught to them, also. Who was so
qualified to tell about the great character and power of God as Jesus, His
Son!
Jesus was very tactful in His presentation of the truth. He adapted
the method to His hearers. In Judea
which was full of religious leaders
He taught in a theological way. In
Galilee and Peraea, where He was
compassed about by common people,
the parabolic form dominated His
teaching. As a great physician He
knew how to diagnose each case and
apply the truth that was needful for
recovery of the ills.
Yes, Jesus is the missionary's ideal
pattern. As we are in the relationship with Christ as He was with
God, as the same holy love is shed
abroad in our heart, we too can walk
in these footsteps and point men and
women to this Lamb of God!
1. Smith, The Days of His Flesh, p. 301.
2. Nicholson, as quoted by Winchester in
Christ's Life and Ministry, p. 107.
3. Ibid.
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LISTENING
N obtrusive phrase occurs in the
very brief information that we
A
have about the boyhood of the Savi-

our. It is: "Jesus was found in the
temple among the learned doctors
listening (hearing) and asking questions. By this time Jesus had come
to be twelve years of age, about the
time our Protestant young people are
leaving Sunday School and going off
home without staying for church because "the preacher preaches over
their heads." At this age Jesus was
listening and asking questions.
Listening is one of the finest of the
line arts, for to be able to judge between those who have a right to be
heard, and those who have nothing
to say, calls for a rare power of discrimination.
We are lending our ears to a multitude of voices, and the pity of it is
that so few are saying anything
worth listening to. We are hearing
so much that is of no value.
Back from the front came the
news from the chaplains that Protestant boys did not know what they
believed; that they were woefully uneducated, or mis-guided in matters
of religion. And there went up a hue
and cry of criticism against the Sunday School. It appeared that the entire religious system had failed.
But the teachers were not to blame
that the parents took their children
out of Sunday School whenever it
served their fancy to turn the Sabbath Day into a picnic holiday. Nor
were the teachers to blame for the
fact that the parents made no effort
to persuade their children to study
their Sunday School lessons, just as
they had studied their public school
lessons. Nor is the Church to blame
that the parents did not bring their
children to the announced services
of the Church, while it was in their
power to do so.
,Not the least reason for the lack
of young people in the public worship services of the church is due to
the fact that they have never been
trained to listen.
"They will listen if you can get
their attention," the High School
Principal said, as he walked back
stage with the visiting speaker, a
man of wide experience who had
come to talk to the young people
about a very serious matter which
affected the life of everyone of them.
September 2U, 1956

He was prepared to give them information that was calculated to
save them from a succession of misfortunes and his message was apt
to be the most important thing they
would have a chance to hear during
the entire semester. But the schoolman seemed to assume that the entire responsibility for the presentation rested with the speaker.
They say that in most church services only about one fourth of the
congregation is really listening to the
preacher at any one time. Most of
us are experts at "tuning out" what
we are not interested in or don't
understand.
If you're a church member, you're
a professional listener. You listen to
the Sunday School teacher, the pastor, the missionary, the special
visitor. Most of your church life is
spent in listening.
You can look like you're listening,
even think you're listening, but be
very far away mentally. Many people have heard the Gospel message
and have rejected it. Perhaps more
have heard the Gospel story over and
over yet have never really listened to
it.
A young pastor had hammered
home a spiritual truth from his pulpit many times. One Sunday morning he brought out the same truth
again. After the service a woman
said to him, "Thank you for the
truth you gave us this morning. I
never have heard it before." Fact
is, she had heard, but she had not
really listened.
Listening is not easy. You have
to work at it.
What is the main line of thought
the speaker is trying to develop?
How does he go about trying to
develop it? Which of his points apply
to me?
Listen with expectancy, a desire to
learn and an eagerness to put into
practice what you learn. If you do,
God will speak to you.
Of course, there is a responsibility
on the speaker as well as the hearers.
"Listening is the other half of talking," said an old hand at speechmaking. "If people stop listening it
is useless to talk—a point not always
appreciated by talkers." So, before
you put all the blame on the listener,
honestly re-evaluate your message?
Is what you have to say really worth

while? Is it presented in a fresh and
understandable manner?
If you are a repeater, a hobbyist
hashing over the same things everytime you speak, no wonder your listeners get bored! Truth is eternal.
But if you say that truth in the same
way it's been said for the past 50
years, it won't be strange if there
are some folks who use their Sunday
clothes as a night gown in the daytime, in the Sunday School class or
church pew.
One Bible teacher said that it was
his aim to preach a religion 6,000
years old, suit it to the present time,
and never to be dull. Be sure your
listeners don't know what you are
going to say before you say it. The
quickest way to numb your listeners
is to use trite expressions and overworked phrases.
An inspiring message must be
fresh, interesting, challenging and
heartwarming. It is good to pray it
in before you try to pour it out. The
best interest-arouser is the anointing
of the Holy Ghost.
Communication is a two - way
street. A breakdown in either lane
can cause a traffic jam. Good speaking, good listening — they're both
necessary.
The greatest of teachers spoke so
that the "common people heard Him
gladly."
—Prepared by C. R. Heisey

As He Finds Us
I heard a preacher in New York
City, speaking of the Second Coming,
say that some of us would have to get
fumigated on the way up. I can't be
as sure of that as he was. Fumigation takes time. That will be in a moment of time, the twinkling of an
eye.
As I understand the Book of Directions concerning such things He'll
take us up as He finds us; that is if He
finds us ready He will take us and if
not He won't take us. There'll be no
time to get ready. Peter's exhortation is, "Seeing ye look for these
things, what manner of person ought
ye to be in all manner of conversation
and godliness." John the Apostle
says, "Whoso hath this hope, purifieth himself even as He is pure." The
last injunction of Jesus on the subject was: "Watch . . . and pray . . .
lest that day come upon you unawares
. . . be sure you have the wedding
garment on . . . Be found faithfully
occupying until I come,"
(ID
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Air Hill Church, Chambersburg, Pa.
The Air Hill Daily Vacation Bible School
convened each week day evening at 7:15
P.M. from June 25 to July G, 1956.
The school opened with an enrollment of
261 and closed with an enrollment of 300.
There was an average attendance of 267
with a perfect attendance of 187.
Our Living Bible was the theme, using a
large Bible at the front of the church where
we put a small Bible on for each child enrolled.
The children's offering went to India to
support three orphan children. Our goal
was $180. We made miniature dolls from a
clothespin and crepe paper representing an
orphan, and for every $2.00 that the boys
and girls brought we put a doll up in front
on the line. The offerings amounted to
$182.50.
On Tuesday evening, July 3 we had a tin
can night and each child brought a can of
either fruits or vegetables which we sent to
the Messiah Children's Home at Florin.
Our pastor, Bro. Harvey Musser had
charge of decision night. A large number
presented themselves at the altar of prayer.
July 1—We were happy to have three
young girls follow the Lord in baptism. May
the Lord make their lives a blessing.
Cheapside, Ontario
In the Community Hall of Cheapside 298
boys and girls enrolled for D.V.B.S. held
during the two last weeks of July. The average attendance was 256 and 164 received
certificates for regular attendance and completed course. On the closing day, at the
hour of decision a number publicly declared their acceptance of Christ. Our
school was directed by Miss Norma Cassel,
with Miss Anna Ruth Sider in charge of the
primary department. Our thanks to them
and to each teacher, as well as to all whose
services made this school possible during
the busy days of harvest. We trust each
boy and girl has received a faith by which
to live.
August 5—Christ's Crusaders of Waterloo
Congregation rendered a program Sunday
evening on the theme, "Just one Book." The
several aspects of the theme. "A Dusty Bible," "A Child's Bible," "A Well Worn Bible" and a "New Bible," gave us a deeper
appreciation for the good old Book.
August 19—We .were favored in having
with us as guest speakers for Christ's Crusaders service, Mr. and Mrs. Austin Heise,
of Brown County, Kansas. With the Bible
as text book they challenged us with their
messages about God. Mr. Heise spoke on
His attributes and Mrs. Heise emphasized
our duty of reverence and service. The
Heises, with their two little girls Janette
Kay and Linda Louise, were at home two
weeks with Mrs. Heise's parents, Rev. and
Mrs. Earl M. Sider.
Roxbury Camp, Roxbury, Penna.
The Roxbury Campmeeting of the Eastern District of the Brethren in Christ
Church opened Aug. 3 and continued for 9
days until Aug. 12. Folks came expecting
the presence of the Lord and were not disappointed. The evangelistic services conducted by Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr. were
very challenging. Many sought the Lord,
some for the first time and others for a
deeper work of igrace. Brother Henry
Ginder served as full-time Bible teacher.
Other speakers were Bishop Charlie Byers,
Bishop Luke Keefer, Bishop E. J. Swalm,
(12)
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Eld. Bruce Grove, Eld. Andrew McNiven,
and Douglas Bushby.
Missionary Day, as well as Youth Day,
proved to be great days of blessing. Bro.
Raymond Niesley, our song leader, directed
the singing very efficiently. Praise the Lord.
The prayer group under the direction of
Mary Wenger and the Rissingers ran a
chain of Prayer throughout the Camp. The
Lord blessed and honored this phase of the
work.
There were 400 children under 12 years
of age in attendance the last Sunday. Many
of them gave their praises to the Lord for
saving them. This work was directed by
John and Ida Sollenberger of Chambersburg, Pa.
An added feature this year was the teenage group under the direction of Simon
Lehman, Jr. of Mechanicsburg, Pa., which
proved to be a vital asset to the Camp,
and we hope to have it to continue each
year.
We certainly appreciate the added facilities which were made possible the past year
through your help and finances.
We are thankful to the good Lord for
supplying all our needs according to His
riches in glory. We want to thank all those
who have helped in any way to make the
camp of 1956 a sucess.
—A. C. Z.
CONFERENCE CONVENES
(Continued from page two)
the Saint's Feet and The Sacraments. The
Brethren in Christ Church believes that according to St. John 13 Jesus Himself
established the ordinance of feet-washing
and put upon His followers the obligation
of literally following His example.
Sunday has traditionally been devoted to
inspirational services. These inspirational
services are designed to reflect the modern
complexion of the Brethren in Christ
Church. Hence the theme of Sunday's sessions: "Facing the Growing Needs of the
Church."
In the Sunday morning service. The Administrations of the Church was discussed
by Bishop Edward Gilmore of Wainfleet,
Ont., member of the General Executive
Board of the Brethren in Christ Church.
Bishop Gilmore brought into sharp focus
the contemporary administration of the
church by first sketching in a background
of the historical development of the Church's
administration.
The Brethren in Christ Church had its
roots in 17th Century Europe. There several
protest movements had sprung up against
the luxury of the State Churches. These
movements sought freedom by coming to
America. Among these American pioneers
the Brethren in Christ church originated,
and has hence adapted ideas from such
groups as the Mennonites, United Brethren,
Moravians and others.
Because of this origin, its central and motivating ideal was simplicity.
During the church's first hundred years
the ideal of simplicity characterized its administration. The church began with twelve
men who met together for baptism. One of
these baptized another, and this latter baptized the other eleven. But there was to be
no "head" of this church other than Christ.
At first, therefore, there was no organization.
But eventually, as the brotherhood grew,
ministers were elected to take the lead in
their simple services. These preachers were
local men who served without pay, and so
several shared the ministry in each place.
The oldest minister was considered the
leader. But the idea of "preference" was

feared lest the church's power became centralized as it had in Europe.
Some time later, deacons were elected to
give aid and advice to the ministers, and by
1870 bishops were chosen. The growing
church was adopting its organization to
meet its growing needs. At the General
Conference of 1878 it was resolved that
General Conference was to have the ultimate authority in all matters, and by 1900
the church was organized under the system
of a representative type of democracy.
Henceforth every twenty-five members or
fraction thereof would have a representative.
The twentieth century has seen a total
change in the church due to the almost complete urbanization of its members and the
consequent trend towards professionalism.
And to meet the needs created thereby, the
church is insisting upon educated leadership, a salaried ministry and a higher degree of unification for administration purposes.
Bishop Alvin Winger of Gormley, Ontario, a member of the Ministerial and Examining Board, spoke next on the same
theme. He suggested that in serving the
church its ministers must have both preparation of heart and preparation of mind. By
"preparation of heart" he meant, he said,
that each person must have an experience
of his own where he knows he has been
born of the Spirit.
But a minister must also have preparation of mind. The Bishop said, "Christian
education is a necessity. You must keep
your mind bright and active; and get all the
knowledge you can acquire. Don't go to
seed at fifty or sixty years of age, but keep
interested in life."
Christian College
The Sunday afternoon session centered
about the work of Niagara Christian College, the official church high school of the
Brethren in Christ. It is situated about five
miles north of Fort Erie on the Niagara
Boulevard and is this year celebrating its
twenty-fifth anniversary.
Bishop E. J.
Swalm outlined the history of the school.
The idea of Niagara Christian College
was conceived primarily in the mind of the
late Dr. P. J. Wiebe. In the late 1920's Dr.
Wiebe described the need and possibility of
such a school to a few of the church leaders.
In 1929, by special privilege, the question
of beginning a church school was brought to
Ontario Joint Council. The question was
presented with many fears that the idea
would be unsympathetically received, but to
everyone's surprise, enthusiasm rose high.
A committee of three was appointed which
reported to the next Council, and a larger
committee established. In 1931 this committee made provisions for Dr. Wiebe to
teach a few short-term classes at Springvale, Ont. The next year the larger task
was undertaken of teaching high school in
addition to Bible. The Springvale church
was still used on week days as a school.
Because of the need for better facilities,
the school was moved to Gormley, the next
year. But it was now evident that a permanent location was needed. Two alternatives appeared: A large house with four
acres in Collingwood for $1500 and the Belmont Club House on The Niagara Boulevard for $13,000. In the spring of 1938 a
special Council was called to choose between
these two alternatives. By a single vote
the Belmont Club House was chosen. This
was a spacious building with its interior
finished in walnut and with it went one
hundred acres of land intended at that time
for a golf course.
In the fall of 1938 school opened with an
enrollment of 38 students. In the early forties some Old Mennonites came, and shortly
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church's greatest problem at present in Inafter there was a large influx of Russian
Mennonites and the enrolment increased to dia is the need for a school. This need is
125. "The mingling of our culture with extremely urgent. Therefore we ought to
that of the Mennonites," the Bishop said, give it our wholehearted financial support.
"was helpful to both of us." To facilitate
the expanding needs, a science building and
boys' dormitory was soon added, and later
a gymnasium at a cost of $50,000.
ARE YOU PLANNING A
Many sacrificial teachers have made
"FAMILY LIFE" CONFERENCE?
Niagara Christian College possible. Special
If you are, the Commission on
mention was made of Miss Dorothy Sherk
Home would be happy to hear about
of Stevensville, Ontario who served as
it, in order to correlate this vital part
principal for 13 years. "She has made a
of our church's program. Conference
sacrifice comparable to that of any one of
report blanks are available and may
us here," Bishop Swalm said. Mr. Harold
be obtained by writing to—
Nigh, an alumnus of N. C. C , and a graduWALTER WINGER
ate of the Universities of Toronto and
Secretary, Commission on Home
Buffalo, a student at McMaster Divinity
St. Anns, Ontario, Canada
School, spoke on the service of the school
to youth. "Niagara Christian College inspires devotion, motivates to service, and
gives lasting friendships," he said. "We are
glad to have teachers at N. C. C. who do not
Revival Services
believe in evolution. For herein they agree
with many of the best scientists of our day,"
Fairland
congregation,
Cleona, Pa., October
Mr. Nigh said. As an illustration of his
14-28. Evangelist, Rev. Erwin W. Thomas,
thesis, Mr. Nigh gave a statistical report of
Nappanee, Ind.
the graduates of N. C. C. Of 150 graduates,
Bethel Mission, Sylvatus, Va., October 22 to
there are 27 housewives, 22 continuing their
education, 16 teachers, 15 nurses, 5 mission- November 4. Evangelist, John Rosenberry.
aries, 4 pastors, 1 medical doctor, 32 in industry and business, and 6 could not be
located. Of these 150 graduates, two students have won top scholarships, one a
Beaver Club Scholarship, and one a Rhodes.
Missions
"Children are an heritage of the Lord"
In the evening service, the theme of the
morning, "Facing the Growing Needs of the
HERB—Mr. and Mrs. John Herr, Jr., 224
Church" was continued, and applied to misWilson Street, Cleona, Pa., announce the arsions. Rev. Roy Sider, of Sherkston, Ont., rival of Barbara Jo on August 29, 1956.
spoke first on the Growing Needs of MisMARTIN—Mr. and Mrs. Tennyson Martin
sions at Home. That there is a growing
welcomed into their home, Douglas Tennyson,
need of Missions at Home can be deduced
on August 20, 1956.
from three things: 1. The Word of God
GILPIN — Mr. and. Mrs. Earl Gilpin of
which tells us that all men are sinners and
Emsdale, Ontario (Margeruite Bartlett) are
we are responsible to bring them to God;
the happy parents of a baby girl Elizabeth
2. The world, in which we see at our very- Ann born Aug. 1, 1956; a sister for George
doorstep a (growing population and at the Albert.
same time a growing apostasy in the
STNDEB—Rev. and Mrs. Paul L. .Snyder,
church: those who believe in the simple
(Esther Dourte) of Carlisle, Pa., announce the
story of salvation have therefore a grow- arrival of a daughter, Harriet Sue, born Aug.
7, 1956; a sister for the twins, Bobby and
ing responsibility to preach the gospel; 3. Barbara.
Our own will which surely must respond to
STRUBHAR—To Mr. and Mrs. Levi Struthe need so that we want to go into the
bhar, a son, Paul Charles, on June 25, at Upworld as a witness. This need can be met,
land,
Calif.
he concluded, only as each one of us experSCHILBERG — To Mr. and Mrs. LaVerne
iences a new re-vitalization and new vision
Schilberg (Rachel Rohrer) of Ontario, Ca.lif..
for evangelism.
on July 13, Carol Lynne, a sister for Pamela
Joan.
Rev. Arthur Pye of Wainfleet, Ont., who

BIRTHS

has spent five years in India as a missionary, spoke on the "Growing Needs of the
Church in India."
Rev. Pye said that there are many bright
spots in the India situation. For one thing,
the church in India is fast becoming indigenous. The Indians themselves are taking over more and more of the administration of the church with surprising efficiency.
He said, however, that we here must wake
up to our duty of helping the Indians. "We
are too comfortable," he said. "We live in
an artificial world and an upheaval may be
necessary to wake us up to fill the responsibility God has given us." Mr. Pye said
that a person here with an average wage
makes more than a high government official
there. The average Indian has only a subsistence level and the slightest change in his
situation will result in starvation. Jobs are
almost impossible to find. Under these circumstances the missionary said, Nehru is
really doing a good job trying to run his
government
on democrative
principals.
Communism definitely does have an answer
to India's terrible food and population problems, Rev. Pye said, but its methods are
ruthless. Therefore we ought to wholeheartedly support Nehru's government. The
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SALTZMAN—To Mr. and Mrs. Royce Saltzman of Upland, Calif., a daughter, Kathy Lu,
on July 24.

BOYER—On August 5, to Mr. and Mrs. William Boyer of Upland, Calif., a son. Kevin
Reed.
DAWES—In Stuttgart, Germany, on April
23, to Mr. and Mrs. Darrel Dawes (Lois Brubaker) of Upland, Calif, a daughter, Deborah
Jean.
lOFTHOTTSE—Mr. and Mrs. Ray Lofthouse,
Nanticoke, Ont., are the happy parents of a.son,
Wayne LeRoy, born July 16; a brother for
Connie Marie.
WINGERT—Mr. and Mrs. Laban M. Wingcrl
of Chambersburg, Pa., welcomed into their
home, a daughter, Cheryl Elaine, on August
22, 1956; a sister for Laverne.

MARRIAGES
For these we wish God's richest blessing and send, wirh our
compliments, a year's subscription to the Evangelical Visitot.

G-RAMM-NOEIi—Friday evening, August 17
Sister Vivian Noel, daughter of Sister Esther
Noel of Eagles Mere, Pa. and Bro. Eugene
Grarnm, son of Bro. and Sr. Clarence Gramm
of Morrison, 11.1., were united in marriage in a

candlelight service a t the Zion Brethren in
Christ Church, Abilene, Kansas. The ceremony
was performed by Rev. Hershey Gramm uncle
of the groom. Sister Noel and her daughter
were former members of the Zion congregation. The newlyweds will make their home
near Morrison, 111.
FRESTOBT-F'OOTE — On Aug. 17, 1956 at
S o'clock in the evening there occurred the
marriage of Alice Marie Poote, daughter of
Bro. and Sister Elmer Poote, Auburn, Ind., to
Randall Lawrence Preston of Chicago, 111. The
wedding was solemnized at the Christian
Union Church, Garrett, Ind. Rev. Alvin C.
Burkholder officiated.
BOTTS - STROI.E — On .Sunday p.m. of
Sept. 2, 1956 at the home of the bride's parent, Luther Strole occurred the marriage of
his daughter Sister Mabel Strole to Cecil Botts
of Hennessey, Okla. Rev. R. I. Witter officiated.
INGLE-HAIDEMiB' -The Upland Brethren
in Christ Church was t..e setting of a beautiful evening wedding, July 17, for Carole Jean
Haldeman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Abner
Haldeman, Upland, Calif., and L. G. Engle, son
of Mr. and Mrs. LaMar Engle of Abilene,
Kansas. Rev. John Z. Martin performed the
ceremony. The couple are residing at 731J/2
Vernon Drive in Upland.
WHTCrER-CRAIG- — On Sunday afternoon,
July 22, Nancy Craig of Ontario, Calif., and
Dennis Winger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus
Winger, Upland, California, were united in
marriage at the First Methodist Church in Ontario. The ceremony was performed by Rev.
John Z. Martin. The cpuple are living hi"
Riverside, Calif.
FATJGSTAT-DE VRIES—On Friday evening,
August 17, Marjorie de Vries, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. George de Vries, Redlands, Calif., became the bride of William Paugstat, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Paugstat of Dayton, Ohio.
The ceremony was performed by Rev. John
Z. Martin at the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church which was beautifully decorated for
the occasion. The couple are living a t 723 Vs
Vernon Drive in Upland.
HEISEY-CRIDER — Mrs. Bertha Crider,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Avery Sollenberger
of Chambersburg, Pa., was united in marriage
to Orville Heisey, son of Bishop and Mi's.
Henry Heisey of Canton, Ohio, on August 18,
1956, at the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church. The ceremony was performed by
Bishop Henry Heisey, father of the groom.
Mr. and Mrs. Heisey wi],l reside at Grantham,
Pa., where Mr. Heisey will be teaching at
the College.
SOLLENBERGER - MOIST — Miss Anna
Moist of Hope, Kansas was married to Cyrus
Sollenberger of Hope, Kansas, on Tuesday afternoon, August 21, 1956 a t the Rosebank pastor's home, Bishop R. I. Witter. They will
reside at the groom's home.
BTONS-EK&LE—In an attractive lawn setting. Miss Nancy Engle, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Paul E. Engle of Upland, Calif., became
the bride of Mr. Charles Burns of Rochester,
New York. Charles is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ira Burns of near Martinsburg, Penna. Rev.
Er.nest Boyer, assisted by the father of the
bride, performed the ceremony.
BYEBS-IEHMAU—The Carlisle Brethren in
Christ Church provided the setting for the .
lovely occasion which united in marriage, Miss
Doris Ann Lehman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
N. Eber Lehman, Carlisle, Penna., and Mr.
Nelson Wingert Byers, son of Bishop and Mrs.
Charlie B. Byers, Chambersburg, Penna., on
Saturday evening, August IS, 1956. The ceremony was performed by Bishop Charlie B.
Byers, assisted by Rev. Paul L. Snyder.
NTESLEY-BOOK—August 21, in a candlelight service at the Zion Brethren in Christ
Church, Abilene, Kansas, Sister Shirley Book,
daughter of Brother and Sister Eldon Book, became the bride of Brother Marlin Niesley, Upland, Calif., son of Brother Cyrus Niesley.
Carlisle, Pa. Bishop M. M. Book, grandfather
of the bride, and Rev. Henry Miller were the
officiating ministers. Brother and Sister Niesley will make their home in Upland, Calif.
SHAPES - ENGLE — Sister Marlene Engle.
daughter of Brother and Sister LaMar Engle,
Abilene, Kansas, and Brother Donald Shafer.
son of Brother and Sister Raymond Shafer of
Waynesboro, Penna., were united in marriage
in a candlelight service in the Brethren in
Christ Church, Abilene, Kansas, in the afternoon of August 30, 1956. The ceremony was
performed by the Rev. Samuel Wolgemuth of
Wheaton, 111. Brother and Sister Shafer will
make their home at Grantham, Penna., where
Dona,ld will continue his studies at Messiah
College.
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In serious condition in West Chester hos- settlement of 20 Pax-constructed apartment
pitals at last report are Ethel's sisters— houses.
Vera Joy, a student at Bethel College, and
Wonderful and Worthwhile
Helen, owner of the car.
"Blcsseii are the dead which [lie in the Lord."
"Mach' schnell, Charlie! Was fur ein
According to a report by the Pennsylvania
&AYMAN—Michael E. Gayman, eight-month- State Police an auto headed north operated Zimmermann bist du?"
"Schlag die Naigel, nicht den Finger."
old son of Harold and Betty Yeager Gayman, by Gerald Cline of Downingtown, Pa., colChambersburg, Pa., died enroute to the office lided head-on into the southbound KrehNo matter what variety of Pennsylvania
of a local physician August 10, 1956. He was biel auto when his car glanced off the rear Dutch you speak, you might possibly hear
born on December 30, 1955.
fender of an auto in front of him. Cline's it in good natured joshinga at Brook Lane
He was a member of the New Guilford
Cradle Roll.
Farm these days. Brethren from many
condition was listed critical at last report.
Surviving in addition to his parents, are
The four were on a trip in the east. Ethel parts of the East have been at Brook Lane
three sisters, Darlene Deloris, Linda Marie,
and Judy Kay, all at home; his grandparents and Helen had gone to Washington, D.C., to help erect staff houses.
and great-grandparents.
A variety of jobs from flooring to roofing,
where they met Vera Joy and Sara Ann
Funeral services were held at the residence
have formed good projects for several
of his grandparents, John E. Gayman, with who had completed summer service at NIH. groups of men.
The Krehbiel sisters are daughters of Mr.
Bishop Christian Myers officiating. Burial was
Youth groups and women's groups from
made in the Salem Cemetery.
and Mrs. Gideon Krehbiel of McPherson and
various communities have contributed days
HANE—Lorenzo D. Hane, born January 13, members of Eden Mennonite Church at of sewing and cleaning.
1893, departed this life August 13, 1956 at Moundridge. Sarah Ann was the daughter
Any group wishing to contribute labor to
the age of 63 years and 8 months. He was the of Henry B. Jantzen of Plymouth and a
son of William David Hane and Flora Alvis
this expansion program may contact DenHane of Linton, Indiana, who have preceded member of First Mennonite Church at nis Miller, administrator, Brook Lane Farm,
him in death. Brother Hane came to Ohio from Beatrice.
Indiana 40 years ago and has been a resident
Ethel Krehbiel had been in the voluntary Rt. 5, Hagerstown, Md.
ever since, 'except for 22 months spent in the service unit at Gulfport the past three years
The expansion program is progressing
medical corps of the Armed Forces of our
country, being discharged with an honorable and planned to continue after her vacation. steadily. Contributions from churches east
discharge and an excellent character. He was She was a counselor in the recreational, of Ohio amount to 75 per cent of the total
united in marriage to Irene Luella Kelly No- eductional and religious program of the amount needed to complete the dining hallvember 24, 1920. To this union were born camp.
laundry facility. Some conferences have a
three children, Ida Lue, Anna Lee, and Daniel
Sara Ann Jantzen had completed a year considerable amount to raise to meet the
David. He leaves to mourn his departure, Irene,
his companion, two daughters Ida Lue Hane of voluntary service with MCC the same goal, but all are aware of the need and are
and Anna Lee Mink, and one son, Daniel David,
working on the project.
three grandchildren, two step-grandchildren, day of the accident. She served at the MCC
The unity of purpose and effort which has
his father-in-law, a niece and nephew, and house at Washington, Baptist Home for
many other relatives and a host of friends. Children and NIH, both at Bethesda. She been shown thus far has been an inspiraBrother Hane gave his heart and life to the planned to enter nurses training at Bethel tion to the many groups supporting the exLord Jesus 24 years ago. He became a member
of the Brethren in Christ Church June 24, 1934, College this autumn. Four members of her pansion.
and has been a true and faithful witness family have been in MCC service.
since. He was a loving companion and father
Germany
and lived a godly life before his family. He
Four recruits for Pax Services in Gerwas faithful to the church to which God so European Pax Units Hear French
many left September 8 from New York city.
definitely led him. He will be greatly missed
Pacifists
at
Conference
by his loved ones and all who knew him.
, .,,
They are: John P. DeCamp, son of Mr. and
For the last 20 years he served as Supt. of
BACKNANG, Germany (MCC)—Pacifists Mrs. John DeCamp of Cincinnati, Ohio, a
the Dayton Brethren in Christ Sunday School. should demonstrate Christ's love how and member of the Presbyterian Church; Everett
He loved this work and was noted for his w h p r p ; t w ;ii h p m n B T P fP Pf ,t; VP PVPT1 in areas
promptness, regular attendance and earnest- wnere it win De most ertective even m areas Freed, son of Mr. and Mrs. Manford Freed
ness.
of tension, according to French Pastor of Wakarusa, Ind., a member of The MenHe passed away very suddenly at his place
\ndre Trocme
of work. We believe the Lord spoke to many * p . . t m rrv n „ mp nrirh-Ascerl 19a nOTsnns at nonite Church at Wakarusa; Gerald Jantzi,
of his friends by his life and also by his
, ^astoi irocme aauiesseu 1ZU persons at son of Mr. and Mrs. Ezra E. Jantzi of Wood
death.
the second annual peace conference spon- River, Nebr., a member of The Mennonite
Funeral services were conducted at the sored by European Pax Services August 9-11 Church at Wood River; and Stephen PhilChurch with the pastor Elder Wm. H. Engle a tt D ] . , , . „ Mennonite PVIHTCVI He is a wi>- lips, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jackson C. Philin charge, assisted by Bishop C. J. Ulery and
^acKnang mennonite ^nuicn. lie is a sec
with Bishop Wm. H. Boyer giving the message. retary for the International Fellowship ot lips of Ottsville, Pa., a member of the SoBurial took place at the Fairview cemetery.
Reconciliation and a pastor in the French ciety of Friends.
Reformed
Church.
I
o Fo
t
^" e s a ^ positive Christian nonresistance is
New York Migrants
LOVe reaSTS
actually "resisting evil with God's power of
"Hi, y'all! Y'all gonna help us pick
. A
love." Pastor Trocme has been active in beans?"
'••''•'•""- "
educational and goodwill work in strifeBig flashing grins come over the faces of
Leonard
Sept. 29-30
• ] ) „ »i„„ •„
Negro migrant workers in bean fields of
Mooretown
Oct. 6-7 ™aden Algeria.
Rust
Oct. 13-11
Another French pacifist, Elder Pierre Waterville, N. Y., as summer service unit
garland
.Oct. 20-21 Widmer of the French Mennonite Church, members arrive in the field on a typical
C
also
morning.
Detroit—state'''councir"and"Yove""feast !:...!:^:
addressed the group. He and Pastor
Seven persons compose this unit. (AnNov., 2-3-4 Trocme are active in promoting legislation
for France to set up an alternative service other unit of nine persons is at Hamilton,
N. Y.). One of their newest projects in their
program for conscientious objectors.
ministry to migrants is to spend the foreOrie O. Miller, executive secretary of
Mennonite Central Committee, told the con- noon picking beans with them.
In regular work they spend the afternoon
-f^k / • " ^ " ~ ^ ^ T 7 ^ / /
'
ference that Pax Service is a new concept
j^mjk^^jj^Lr//
in Christian missions. "It has a very sig- visiting camps with recreational and re//
/ / o
.
nificant part in fulfilling the Christian task ligious activities and the evenings in woryiS^i)S Oo H0t€S
to communicate and make communicable the ship meetings—plus their own housekeeping.
love of Christ around the world," he said.
LaVonne Graber (Freeman, S. D.) said,
Two members of the MCC European
peace committee participated as speakers "Such a forenoon of beanpicking turned
and discussion leaders. They were Paul out to be one of the most interesting exBender of the Heerwegen Peace Center, periences of my life. I have found that in
Accident Fatal to Two
Holland, and Albert J. Meyer of Valdoie, no way is it possible to get as close to our
Voluntary Service Workers
France. Erwin Goering of Bethel College in Negro friends as to go crawling on hands
AKRON, Pa. (MCC)—Two workers in the
Kansas was also a leader. He directed the and knees through a bean field with them.
voluntary service program of Mennonite
Mennonite student tour in Europe.
"Color makes no difference as I slowly
Central Committee were fatally injured and
Paxmen registered from Germany, Aus- find my hands getting black with dirt. Diftwo others seriously injured in an automo- tria, Holland and France. Others in at- ferences in culture only add to the enjoybile accident August 21 near West Chester,
tendance were European and American ment of our fellowship. In this we gain
Pa., while on a vacation trip.
church leaders and workers in international their confidence which makes it possible to
Fatality victims were driver Ethel Kreh- summer camps of Mennonite Voluntary help them spiritually."
biel of McPherson, Kans., a worker at Camp
Service.
Immigrant Family
Landon at Gulfport, Miss., the past three
The Backnang congregation provided
The S. W. H. van Veen family, Mennoyears, and Sara Ann Jantzen of Plymouth, lodging for conference visitors and the faNeb'r., a worker at Baptist Home for Chil- cilities of the Backnang refugee camp were nites from Holland, is interested in moving
dren and later National Institutes of Health, used for meals. The Pax-constructed church to the United States. The family needs a
both at Bethesda, Md.
is located in the nearly-completed refugee sponsor.
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Mr. van Veen is an experienced electric
welder. They have five children aged eight
to 15. Anyone interested in being their
sponsor is invited to write to the Mennonite
Aid office, Akron, Pa.

Items from the News
Banta Appointed New Dean
at Shelton College
F. Dean Banta has accepted the post of
Dean of Students at Shelton College, Ringwood, New Jersey. This move was announced by President Jack Murray as the
latest step in his reorganization of the 66year-old evangelical school.
Dean Banta, who until recently held the
same position at The King's College, was
selected "for his administrative ability." He
assumed the active administration of a new
academic program at Shelton immediately
upon being named to the post last August
24.
Engaged in pastoral work since 1935, Dr.
Banta was pastor of Grace Baptist church,
Buffalo, New York, for eight years, simultaneously active in teaching and laboratory
research in higher education and administration at the University of Buffalo. He was
dean of students at The King's College for
the past three years.
(ERA-8/29/56)
Being Pacific at the Expense
of Being Specific?
"Say it with Flowers" has been the slogan of florists for many years. Today they
wish to add something to it, namely: "But
don't say anything specific?"
Victor Stein, director of the Florists' Telegraph Delivery Association, said: "So many
significances were attached to flowers—like
the yellow rose meaning jealousy; and the
red carnation, meaning, "I'm carrying a
torch for you"; and the chrysanthemum,
meaning, "You are a wonderful friend,"
etc., etc.
"So the whole business of flower-sending
got as out of hand as a lawnful of dandelions," remarked one commentator. The florists want nothing detrimental to happen to
their two-billion-dollar business. Hence,
they are advising people to "Say it with
flowers, but don't say anything specific!!"
How like many preachers! Their philosophy could be summed up in this sentence: "Talk religion, talk Christianity, talk
Bible, but don't say anything specific!"
Don't tell people they are sinners in danger of perishing. Don't tell them they must
be born again to see and enter the kingdom
of God. Don't tell them Christ died for our
sins, and that "whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins" (Acts 10:43).
Don't tell them that "Now is the accepted
time," and "Now is the day of salvation."
Preacher, teacher, parent, are you being
pacific at the expense of being specific? If
so, please review the preaching and teaching of the Lord and the apostles, and notice
how specific they were.
—Tom M. Olson, in Now (Aug. 1, 1956)
And Still the Chur.ch Prospers
Reports from Colombia indicate that sinners can come to know the Saviour while
dodging rocks, that sacrificial giving can increase in spite of closed churches, and that
God still works miracles in spite of the
fuming of the enemies of the church.
The Christians in Colombia are demonstrating that soul-winning is not restricted
to "city-wide" campaigns; that sacrificial
giving need not be reserved for a time of
prosperity; that the enthusiasm for the work
of Christ is not awakened exclusively at
"giant" rallies. God is still working in and
through the individual even in difficult times.
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The indigenous Christians in Colombia
have also conclusively shown that you need
not be a doctor of theology to be able to
pray effectively. You do not need a degree
from a "recognized" college to witness to
your neighbor. You do not need a knowledge of Greek and Hebrew to stand true to
the Lord in the face of intense persecution.
Christianity is life from God, not a course
in theology. It is a way of life, not a doctrine. It is a demonstration of the Spirit of
God at work in the heart of His children,
not a knowledge of the original languages.
During the last few years we have had
ample opportunity to learn that indigenous
Christians on the mission field are not inferior Christians. The perse ;ution in Colombia has again illustrated this fact. When
a church can increase its offering;- in spite
of closed church doors, when it can win
souls in spite of flying rocks, when it baptizes and receives into the church new members in the face of persecution, then thenChristianity certainly is not inferior. We
have difficulty achieving the same goals with
full freedom and full prosperity. . . .
—Editor Leslie Stobbe, in Mennonite Observer (Aug. 17, 1956)
No Innocent Bystander
to Persecution
"The next time someone calls to speak to
you about the Bible, invite him in, give him
a cup of coffee, and call the police."
This is the advice which a Spanish Roman
Catholic priest gave to any of his radio listeners who were visited by evangelicals. We
have been led to believe that gallantry and

Missions Abroad
India

General Superintendent: P. O. Saharsa, N.E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India.
Rev. William R. Hoke
Saharsa Mission: P. O. .Saharsa, N.E. Railway,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India. Rev. and
Mrs. William Hoke, Misses Esther G. Book,
Leora Yoder
Barjora Mission: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murliganj, N.E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India. Misses Erma Z. Hare, Ruth E.
Book, Beulah Arnold
Madhipura Mission: P. O. Madhipura, N.E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India. Dr.
and Mrs. George E. Paulus, Misses Mary
Jane Shoalts, Evelyn Bohland
Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi N.E.
Railway, District Purnea. Bihar, India. Rev.
and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith
Purnea Mission: P. O. Purnea, N.E. Railway,
District Purnea, Bihar, India. Rev. and Mrs,
Charles E. Engle
Woodstock School: P. O. Landour, Mussoorie,
United Provinces, India. Miss Mary Beth
Stoner
Ulubaria Mission: P. O. Ulubaria, District
Howrah, West Bengal, India. Rev. and Mrs.
A.D.M. Dick

Africa

General Superintendent's Residence, P. O. Box
711, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia.
Bishop and Mrs. Arthur M. Climenhaga
Miss Velma R. Brillinger
SOUTHERN RHODESIA
Matopo Mission, Private Bag 191 T, Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia.
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin J. Book, Rev. and Mrs.
David E.' Climenhaga, Miss Mary H. Brenneman, Miss Mary C. Engle. Miss Miriam L.
Heise, Miss Nancy J. Kreider, Miss Rhoda G.
Lenhert, Miss Eva M. Melhorn, Miss Edna
M. Switzer, Mr. Donald R. Zook
Outstation Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Frederic L. Holland
Mtshabezi Mission, Private Bag 102 M, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia.
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frev, Miss Lois P.
Davidson, Miss Ruth T. Hunt, Miss Mildred
E. Myers
Outstation Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Lewis B. Sider
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital, Private Bag- 101
M. Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia.
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman, Miss Gladys I.
Lehman

gracious manners characterize the Spanish
people so we must conclude that Romanism,
instead of elevating men, educates them to
become common boors even against their
own better inclinations.
Let no reader conclude that the quotation
at the head of our article has been taken
from some Protestant or anti-Catholic.publication; it appeared originally on page 9
of the July-September issue of the United
Nations News which is the official journal
of the United Nations Association (London,
England).
Incidents such as this clearly indicate that
the Roman Church is no innocent bystander
to the persecution of Christians in Spain or
Colombia; rather she is the vicious instigator of these atrocities and inflames the
passions of her helpless devotees.
—Editor Leslie K. Tarr, in The Gospel
Witness (Aug. 16, 1956)
Paul Smith on Sixth World
Missionary TomEvangelist Paul B. Smith, associate pastor with his father, Oswald J. Smith, of the
People's Church, Toronto, Ont., Canada, has
announced a three-month world missionary
tour, including nation-wide evangelistic
meetings in New Zealand. He plans to leave
Toronto early in September, returning January 7, 1957.
Smith will be accompanied by two coworkers, Johnny Ambrose and Donald G.
Newman. Ambrose is known as "Canada's
gospel tenor" and Newman is music director
and business manager of the People's
Church.
Wanezi Mission, Private Bag 129 S, Bulawayo.
Southern Rhodesia.
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. J. E. Musser, Miss Mary E.
Heisey, Miss Florence R. Hensel, Miss Anna
R. Wolgemuth
Bible School Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Jesse F. Lady
Outstation Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy
NORTHERN RHODESIA
Madia Mission, Private Bag, Glioma, Northern
Rhodesia.
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. I. M. Stern, Miss Anna M.
Eyster, Miss Pauline E. Frey. Miss Ruth E.
Hock, Miss Fannie Longenecker, Mr. Keith
D. Ulery
Hospital Staff:
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Tluiraa. Miss Edna E.
Lehman. Mr. Joseph G. Ginder, Miss Martha
L. Lady
Sikalongo Mission, P. O. Box 131, Choma,
Northern Rhodesia.
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker, Miss
Kathryn Hossler. Miss Anna L. Kettering
Nahumba Mission, P. O. Box 173, Choma,
Northern Rhodesia.
Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe
Japan
11 Higiwara, Hagi City, Yamaguchi, Japan:
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms, Mr. and Mrs.
Doyle Book

Cuba

Cuatro Camiuos, Habana Province, Cuba; Mr.
and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth
Missionaries on Furlough
Miss l.ula Asper, c/o Norman Asper, R. 2
Harrisbu-rg. Pa.
Miss Elizabeth H. Engle, 236 College Ave.,
Elizabethtown, Penna.
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pye, Wain fleet, Ontario
Rev. and Mrs. Roy Mann, Box 165, Mountville. Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Elwood Hershev, Route 3.
Troy, Ohio
.Anna Graybill, R. 2. Hershev. Pa.
Dorothy Martin, 662 S. Market St., Elizabethtown. Pa.
Miss Mabel Frey, 20th and Paxton St., Harrisburg, Penna.
Rev. and Mrs. Chester Wingert, R. 3. Elizabethtown, Penna.
Miss Anna R. Engle, 233 Marietta Ave.,
Mount Joy, Penna.
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter, Upland
College, Upland, Cal.
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Following campaigns in New Zealand the
three-man team will visit some of the 350
missionaries supported by their church.
Their itinerary includes, beside New Zealand, a score of two and three night meetings in as many cities of Europe and Asia.
WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING
THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS
This is the thirteenth year of the Worldwide Bible Reading program, when people
around the world join in the daily reading
of a similar passage of Scriptures that is
suggested by the American Bible Society in
its annual observance of this program. The
reading lists, of which more than 15,000,000
were distributed by the Bible Society last
year, are conveniently printed in the form
of a bookmark. They are without note or
comment which means that a person of any
faith may follow them. This year, for the
fifth time, the Bible Society will produce the
daily reading list in Braille for sightless
people.
The program has been endorsed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who, as Honorary Chairman of the National Sponsoring
Committee, has said:
"The Bible is endorsed by the ages.
Our civilization is built upon its words.
In no other book is there such a collection of inspired wisdom, reality and
hope. It describes the condition of man
and the promise of man with such
power that, through many eras and
igenerations, it has made the mighty
humble and has strengthened the weak.
We are grateful to your great voluntary society for distributing the Bible
over the past one hundred forty years,
without comment or interpretation,
throughout the breadth of our land and
across the seven seas. You have .written The Word upon the doorposts of the
world.
I am glad to receive again your list
of suggested passages to read from my
Bible from Thanksgiving to Christmas."

Messiah College Homecoming
Program
October 13 and 14, 1956
Messiah College
Grantham, Pennsylvania
Speakers: Bishop H. H. Brubaker
President Niagara Christian
College; Fort Erie, Ont.
Mrs. Edith Kern, Jonestown,
Penna., just returned from
service in refugee settlement
in Germany.
Saturday October 13, 7:45 p. m.
Alumni Fellowship
Panel Discussion—"Christian
Scholarship" Alumni, Board
Members, Administration
Sunday October 14, 2:00 p. m. Parents
Patrons Session
7:00 p. m. "The Church in Its
Outreach"

in 32 volumes requiring five feet of shelf
space. The Old Testament is in 24 volumes
and the New Testament in 8. As the new
edition is in the languaige which all the
people of Japan can easily understand, it
will be widely welcomed by finger-tip readers wherever Japanese is spoken. There are
140,000 blind persons in Japan.

Hatfield book reprinted.
Mrs. J. C. Long, Telford, Pa., writes:
the plates were intact, hence in the interest
of holiness reading, I am having the book—
"Thirty-Three Years A Live Wire" reprinted.
It contains 317 pages, and sells for $2.00.

BIBLES FOR TWA PLANES
Bibles are now being placed on all of the
new Super-G Constellation airplanes of
Trans-World Airlines. Captain G. C. Duvall, a pilot for TWA on the Chicago-Los
Angeles run, recently was presented with a
Bible to place on the Super-G plane he
would be flying. It was Captain Duvall who
suggested several years ago that in addition to a full supply of current magazines
on each plane there should be a Bible. Since
then TWA has carried Bibles furnished by
the American Bible Society, on all TWA
flights in the United States. Captain Duvall
discussed his plan with the late Ralph S.
Damon, president of TWA, who thought the
idea was a good one.
The Board of Administration of the National Association of Evangelicals will hold
its fall meeting in Chicago at the Hotel
Hamilton, 20 South Dearborn Street, October 8 through 10.
The main speaker at the banquet will be
Dr. Paul P. Petticord, the NAE President,
with Rev. C. C. Burnett, National Secretary,
acting as master of ceremonies. Also participating will be Dr. George L. Ford, the
NAE Executive Director. Talent in music
will be provided to complete the banquet
program.
Immediately following the Board meeting
the National Sunday School Association
Convention will convene at the Moody
Memorial Church from October 10 through
News Note
This October the Evangelical Visitor and
more than 80 other Christian periodicals
will observe the 5th Anniversary of Evangelical Press Month. Christian editors
through editorials and other means will endeavor to impress upon their 3,277,000
readers the importance of the Christian
magazine in every home.
Upon announcing Evangelical
Press
Month, William A. Ackerman, Executive
Secretary, states—"Each year the presses
of our nation produce more printed matter
than ever before. It is becoming increasingly apparent that we must recognize,the
important role that Christian publications
play in the home. Today even Evangelical
protestantism finds itself confronted with
increased competition of the secular magazine, the comic strip, the cheap lust laden
novel and the television screen. This intrusion upon sound Christian reading is an
ever increasing serious matter. Reading of
the Bible and Christian magazines is fast
becoming a lost art, one which has in the
past contributed much to the strength of
all Evangelical Christianity."

Here's how
1. Find out how your church can
benefit by being a local member
of NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS.
2. Tell your friends about the
"SPIRITUAL UNITY IN ACTION" campaign by getting a
supply of free materials.
3. Cooperate in the big 1956 NAE
WEEK, OCT. 21-28.

A NEW BIBLE FOR THE BLIND
OF JAPAN
On August 6, 1956 there was a large
service at the Ginza Church in downtown
Tokyo, as both sighted and blind persons
came to celebrate the completion of the
New Japanese Kogotai (colloquial) Braille
Bible for the blind of Japan. This Bible is
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